A SYSTEMIC APPROACH TO IMPROVING INNOVATIVENESS IN HIGHER EDUCATION
Dejana Zlatanović, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Economics, University of Kragujevac, 34 000 Kragujevac, Republic of Serbia; +38134303539; dejanaz@kg.ac.rs
Jelena Nikolić, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Economics, University of Kragujevac, 34 000 Kragujevac, Republic of Serbia; +38134303544; jnikolic@kg.ac.rs
Zlatko Nedelko, Associate Professor, Faculty of Economics and Business, University of Maribor, 2000 Maribor, Slovenia, +38622290000; zlatko.nedelko@um.si

Dejana Zlatanović is an Assistant Professor, teaching the subjects of Management Science and Economic Cybernetics at the University of Kragujevac, Faculty of Economics, Republic of Serbia, where she received her PhD degree. Her research interest is focused on systems thinking and its application in business economics, i.e. systems methodologies for problem situations structuring, innovation management and corporate social responsibility. She is author/co-author of numerous scientific papers and monographs chapters. Dejana Zlatanović is the corresponding author. 
Jelena Nikolić is an Assistant Professor on the following subjects: Introduction to Management, Decision Making Theory, Corporate Governance at the Faculty of Economics, University of Kragujevac, Republic of Serbia. She received her PhD from the University of Kragujevac, Faculty of Economics. Her research focus is on strategic decision making, corporate governance and corporate entrepreneurship. She is author/co-author of numerous scientific papers and monographs chapters.
Zlatko Nedelko is an Associate Professor at the University of Maribor, Faculty of Economics and Business, Department of Management and Organization, Slovenia. His main research interests are management, leadership, business ethics, social responsibility, transitional issues and innovativeness. He was a visiting researcher at Department of Management and Organizational Behavior, Vienna University of Economics and Business, Austria and Vilnius Gedminas Technical University, Vilnius, Lithuania. He has published his articles in peer reviewed scholarly journals including but not limited to Systems Research and Behavioral science, Transformations in Business and Economics, International Journal of Physical Distribution & Logistics Management, Systemic Practice and Action Research, and Actual problems of Economics. He also published several chapters in monographs published by IGI Global, De Gruyter.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF AUTHORS
The authors are the team members of the Serbian - Slovenian bilateral project: Innovativeness in Higher Education in Slovenia and Serbia: Comparative Research and Exchange of Good Practices. The paper entitled A Systemic Approach to Improving Innovativeness in Higher Education is the result of the preliminary research on this project. 
Regarding contributions of each author, they can be seen as the following:
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to research fields of each author, Dejana Zlatanović as the first author has particularly contributed to systemic conceptualization of the researched area, i.e. researching innovativeness in higher education from the perspective of Soft Systems Methodology. Jelena Nikolić and Zlatko Nedelko have contributed to theoretical background and literature review of the innovativeness in higher education generally. Defining the research gap and deriving conclusions are the contributions of each author.
