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Abstract

Peace journalism, as a counter-concept of war journalism, has occupied the attention of
media theorists for more than 20 years. Starting from the premise that war journalism, driven
by commercial interests, leans towards sensationalism, peace journalism is suggested as a
viable alternative framework for conflict reporting. While war journalism focuses on violence,
the propaganda efforts of political elites and stereotypical polarisations, peace journalism is
expected to provide a broader, more substantial, and accurate representation of conflict.
Given this theoretical framework, the aim of the article is to examine the elements and
perspective of peace journalism in Serbian media practice, using the current Israeli-
Palestinian conflict as a case study. The article employs comparative analysis and quantitative
and qualitative content analysis. The quantitative analysis is based on five opposing indicators
typical of war and peace journalism, which have been previously used in the work of Nicole
Yang Lai Fong (2009). Those indicators are: elite-oriented vs. people-oriented; differences-
oriented vs. reports the areas of agreement; focuses on here and now vs. reports causes and
consequences; dichotomises the good and bad vs. avoids labelling of good guys and bad
guys; and partisan vs. non-partisan. The corpus consists of journalistic texts published at the
beginning of the conflict, from October 7 to October 13, 2023, as well as texts published
between April 22 and April 28, 2024. The analysed texts were published in online editions
of the daily newspapers Kurir and Danas. The results showed that indicators typical of peace
journalism are significantly less present compared to indicators typical of war journalism -
regardless of whether it is about tabloids or professional media. Also, sensationalism is still
the primary approach when it comes to reporting on such topics.
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EJIEMEHTU MUPOBHOI' HOBUHAPCTBA
Y CPIICKUM MEJJUJUMA - CTYANJA CIIYYAJA:
MN3BEHITABAILE IIOPTAJIA JAHACW KYPHP
O CYKOBY U3PAEJIA U TAJIECTUHE

Arncrpakr

MupoBHO HOBHHAPCTBO, Ka0 KOHTPAKOHIIENT PaTHOT HOBMHAPCTBA, BHIIE o 20
TOAIMHA OKYyIHpa NaXxmy TeopeTndapa Meauja. Ilomasehu of npernocraBke aa ce paTHO
HOBHHApCTBO, 300T KOMEpLUjaHe BpEAHOCTH, Oa3rpa Ha CEH3AHOHATIN3MY, MHPOBHO
HOBHHAPCTBO Ce MpeaXke Kao IpyrH Moryhy OKBHp NPHIMKOM H3BELITaBamba O KOH-
¢umkry. JIok je, ¢ jeaHe cTpaHe, paTHO HOBUHAPCTBO (JOKYCHPAHO Ha HACHUIBbE, IIPOTIa-
rasaHy 00opOy MOJUTHYKHX €INTa U CTEPEOTHIIHE TT0JIapH3alyje, 0 MUPOBHOT HOBH-
HapCTBa ce 04eKyje Ja IPYKHU IUPH, calipKajHUj! ¥ TAaYHHjU IPHKa3 KoHGIMKTA. MMma-
jyhu y BUmy oBe TEOpPHjCKE MOCTABKE, IIJb Paja je Ja Ce MCIHUTAjy eCMEHTH H Tep-
CIEKTHBE MUPOBHOT HOBUHAPCTBA Y CPIICKO] MEIN)CKOj MPAKCH HA IPHMEPY aKTYEITHOT
cykoba Uspaena u [lanectune. Y pany he 6utn xopumhena koMnapaTuBHa aHaIu3a U
KBAaHTHTaTUBHA U KBAJINTATUBHA aHANN3a cajipkaja. KBaHTUTaTHBHA aHAIM3a CE 3aCHU-
Ba HA IIET CyMPOTCTAaBJFCHUX MHANKATOPA TUIHYHUX 33 PaTHO U MHPOBHO HOBHHAp-
CTBO, KOjH Cy npeTxoaHo kopumhenn y paxy Huxoun Janr Jlan @onr (Nicole Yang Lai
Fong), 2009. Tu nuaukatopu cy: OpHjeHTHCAHOCT Ha €UTY HAaCYNpOT OpHjeHTHCa-
HOCTH Ha JpyJe; OpHjeHTHCAHOCT Ha pa3jMKe HAcyNnpoT M3BEIITaBaHjy o obiacTHMa
crnarama; Pokycupame Ha OBJIC U Cajla HACYIPOT U3BEIUTABAH]y O y3pOLUMa U IOCIe-
munama; Jluxorommsanuja JOOpOT M JIOMIET HACyHNpOT H30eraBaHjy ETHKECTHUpAba
Jo0pux W nommx Momaka; [IpucTpacHu HacympoT HEMpPUCTPACHOM MPHCTYILy NpPea-
cTaBJbama KoH(mKTa. Kopiryc duHe TeKCcToBH 00jaBJbeHH HA IMOYETKY CyKo0Oa, on 7.
1o 13. oxtobOpa 2023. ronuHe, Ka0 M TEKCTOBH 00jaBJbEeHH y mepuony on 22. mo 28.
anpwia 2024. AHanInM3UpaHu Cy TeKCTOBH 00jaB/beHH Y OHJIAjH M3/IalbMa JTHEBHUX JIM-
croBa Kypup u [{anac. Peyntatu cy nokasaiu a Cy MWHIUKATOPH TUIIMYHY 32 MUPOBHO
HOBHHAPCTBO 3HAYajHO Mame MPUCYTHH y nopehemy ca MHIUKaTOpuMa THITHYHHUM 32
paTHO HOBHHAPCTBO — O3 003upa /1a JIU ce paau O TabIouIMMa HIIH PO(ECHOHATHUM
Menujuma. Takole, CeH3aMOHAN3aM je U JaJbe IPUMapHHU MPUCTYT Ka/ia je Y MUTalky
M3BEIITaBAKE O OBAKBUM TEMaMa.

KibyuHe peun:  MHPOBHO HOBHHApCTBO, PATHO HOBUHAPCTBO, KOH(IHKT, M3paed,
[Nanecruna.

INTRODUCTION

War journalism has been an integral part of the journalistic profes-
sion from its inception. Information about conflicts, battles, and wars has
always attracted public attention and been among the most written-about
topics. When the press appeared in the 11 most developed European coun-
tries in the first half of the 17th century, publishers realised that the audi-
ence was not interested in protocol information, but in texts about war
events, as Mihailo Bjelica and Zoran Jevtovi¢ observe:

From 1618 to 1648, a great war, known as the Thirty Years’ War,
raged in Europe. Although it was fought on the territories of Bohe-
mia and Germany, it had the character of a European war, as Den-
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mark, France, Sweden, the Netherlands and England were also in-
volved in the conflict, directly or indirectly. In form, it was a reli-
gious war between Catholics and Protestants, and in causes and con-
sequences, deeply social and political, as it was fought at the time
of the disintegration of feudalism and brought many changes to the
political map of Europe.

(Bjelica & Jevtovié, 2006, p. 33)

Even during the expansion of the printed media in Europe, it became
clear that battles are not won only on the field, but also in the media. This
was also observed by the German economist Karl Biicher, who wrote back
in 1915 that since the invention of the print the public has always witnessed
the same drama: “Every war waged with weapons is accompanied by a war
with printing ink, in which each side tries to win over public opinion for
itself” (Kunczik & Zipfel, 2006, p. 264).

With time, war journalism acquired its own characteristics and de-
veloped as a distinct category within the journalistic profession. According
to Johan Galtung, war journalism has four main characteristics: war/vio-
lence-oriented, propaganda-oriented, elite-oriented, and victory-oriented
through a zero-sum approach in which the expected outcome is that one
side wins everything and the other side loses everything. (Galtung, 2003,
p. 177). Furthermore, there are various guidelines for the behaviour and
conduct of journalists in war circumstances, such as: A journalist is ex-
pected to be present enough to respond to what is happening, but also ab-
sent enough to remain safe; to be authoritative enough to provide reliable
information, yet remain open to various claims presented as true; to pas-
sionately report on the undermining of human dignity, but also to remain
impartial and detached in order to discern strategies and patterns which are
typical for war circumstances, so one-sided reporting could be avoided (Al-
lan & Zelizer, 2004, p. 4-5). Nevertheless, we should keep in mind that
wartime represents specific circumstances in which certain principles of
the journalistic profession are redefined. This primarily refers to objectiv-
ity, that is, the journalist’s ability to refrain from bias, as well as to prevent
their work from becoming a propaganda tool. On the other hand, the ques-
tion arises whether it is necessary and possible for a journalist to remain
impartial and emotionally detached when witnessing various consequences
and damages of war (murders, atrocities, human rights violations, etc.).
Therefore, the characteristics of war journalism are constantly being up-
dated and re-examined in academic circles. In recent decades, this concept
has been further segmented into various subcategories that include peace
journalism, developed not only as a counter-concept but also as an im-
portant part of comprehensive war reporting.
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THE CONCEPT OF OBJECTIVITY IN JOURNALISM

Despite efforts of journalists to present a balanced and impartial pic-
ture of war conflict, for numerous media theorists, this is an unattainable
ideal. Due to the often crucial role of in-war conflicts, the media are most
often studied as a weapon and instrument of war. More precisely, the way
public reacts to a war depends on how that conflict is presented in the me-
dia. It is an indisputable fact that objectivity is considered one of the great-
est values of journalism, but we can often hear the cliché that in war, the
truth, or rather objective information, is the first to ‘die.” Addressing the
problem of objectivity in the journalistic profession, Jevtovi¢ noted:

Objectivity implies that facts, media statements, and images are
based on reality and truth, despite the fact that the journalist, as an
interpreter, is always a subjective person. In practice, we have often
witnessed reporting that, through bias and partisanship, has drifted
towards subjectivity and propaganda.

(Jevtovié, 2014, p. 71)

Other significant theoretical frameworks include the four theoretical
approaches towards objectivity by Ulrich Saxer:

1. the possibility of media objectivity is unconditionally accepted;

2. objectivity is critically and principally accepted — it is striven for,
but its absolutism is not insisted on;

3. media objectivity is accepted as a principle, but the possibility of
its realisation is disputed due to the journalists’ inability to overcome sub-
jectivity; and

4. objectivity is rejected as an ideological fiction (Kunczik & Zipfel,
2006, p. 150-151).

Objectivity in journalism is tightly connected with a framing theory,
and one of its main principles is that the media do not present a real picture
of the world, but a constructed one. This is achieved through frames that
can be described as: “cognitive structures that shape the way we perceive,
reason and act. They allow us to understand reality in the form of narra-
tives” (Soules, 2015, p. 14). Simply put, through frames, we obtain pieces
of information about events that are placed in a specific context and that
imply a certain conclusion. Frames are used in media reporting to define
the context of a story, highlight or diminish its importance, and, implicitly,
suggest to the audience the conclusions they should draw. American pro-
fessor of media Robert Entman points out that media frames work in the
following way: “selecting and highlighting some facets of events or issues,
and making connections among them so as to promote a particular inter-
pretation, evaluation, and/or solution” (Entman, 2004, p. 5). As noted by
Marshall Soules: “As a narrative device, framing exerts a powerful influ-
ence on storytelling and audience interpretation” (Soules, 2015, p. 15).
There are multiple types or levels of frames — from culture as the broadest
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frame, socio-institutional frames, to frames of national, cultural, and racial
identity. All of them influence personal frames, but also significantly in-
fluence the creation of media frames. When creating media frames, the per-
sonal, professional, and political beliefs of journalists and editors play a
significant role, as well as their economic and political interests. These fac-
tors also influence which frame will be applied in reporting on a particular
conflict. That will largely depend on personal frames of the reporter, which
are also influenced by cultural and social frames, as noted by Miki Tani-
kawa:

The articles from the New York Times, Guardian, and Asahi exhibit
efforts by journalists to place the current subject matter, foreign cul-
tures, and societies, in historic time — in a manner of speaking, even
as the articles are pegged to a recent event.

(Tanikawa, 2019, p. 2447)

Taking into account the characteristics of war journalism, the afore-
mentioned categories of objectivity, and theoretical aspects, the concept of
empathetic journalism is developed, which implies that a reporter: “must
have a clear stance and should show more empathy for one of the warring
sides” (Barovi¢, 2008, p. 145). This type of journalism is based on the
premises that compassion and sympathy for a particular side are prioritised
over factual reporting, and this very thesis is the foundation for what we
call peace journalism. One of the greatest advocates of empathetic journal-
ism is the BBC war correspondent, Martin Bell. He believes that ceasefires,
prisoner exchanges, humane treatment of the wounded, war crimes, and
humanitarian disasters are just some of the situations in which it is impos-
sible and immoral for a journalist to remain impartial (Bell, 1997).

This, certainly, does not mean that the category of objectivity in pro-
fessional reporting should be disregarded. The public, as observed by Ve-
libor Petkovié, still relies on media to see and understand the world around
them: “Users find it difficult to understand that the ‘objectivity’ of an im-
age is just an illusion because visual media, as well as auditory, actively
produce signs and are not ‘pure, immediate information’” (Petkovi¢, 2024,
p. 304). But this characteristic of media does not neglect the fact that a
journalist is a human being who, in war circumstances, is often a partici-
pant in various events, to which it is difficult to remain immune and indif-
ferent.

PEACE JOURNALISM AS A CONCEPT

When we talk about peace journalism, we mean a way of reporting
that is oriented towards the peaceful resolution of conflict (Gavilan, 2011,
p. 1). The author of this concept is Norwegian academic Johann Galtung,
who theorised that the media, through linguistic constructions, can influ-
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ence the polarisation of public opinion during conflict. Taking into account
this characteristic of the media, he proposed the term peace journalism as
a counter-concept to war journalism (Galtung, 2003). Essentially, peace
journalism is oriented towards ending the conflict, and truthful and, as far
as possible, objective reporting, taking into account the opinions of conflict
victims, with the ultimate outcome being peace based on compromise
where all involved parties achieve some benefit. Although professional
journalism constantly tries to reach objectivity as its ideal, it is indisputable
that this profession is largely subordinated to the subjectivity of the jour-
nalist. In such circumstances, the journalist is not a transmitter, but an in-
terpreter of events, and therefore has the power to redirect public opinion
to one side or the other. This means that war, in a media context, is framed
as a sport game or gladiatorial arena, a “We versus Them’ confrontation,
where there can only be one winner, and the focus is on the visible conse-
quences of war - human losses and material damage.

The way of reporting in war journalism is also influenced by so-
called news factors, according to which information is sorted based on its
importance. One of these factors is the news value. As Stephan Russ-Mohl
writes, the more negative the event, the more value it has: “Conflicts, wars,
catastrophes, violence, and crime rank far above other news. Cynics in the
media world therefore comment: Only bad news is good news” (Rus-Mol,
2005, p. 115). Such news usually has the greatest impact, but negativity in
the media can often border on sensationalism.

Significant news factors relevant for the topic of this article also in-
clude status and dynamics. Status implies that statements from representa-
tives of the elite, or those in positions of power, have a much greater chance
of being published in the media than statements from those in lower posi-
tions. On the other hand, dynamics relies on surprise and intensity, which
often occur in war journalism and therefore attract significant attention —
especially in combination with other factors such as timeliness, relevance,
identification, and replaceability in images. (Rus-Mol, 2005: p. 105-120).

Considering that interest in war-related topics has always been high,
it is also important to take into account the modern era, in which such topics
are exploited for financial gain. Contemporary online journalism largely
relies on digital metrics and algorithms that track user behaviour, reactions,
and desires. Due to the increase in the number of online media, as well as
their technical characteristics, editors and journalists are shifting from the
concept of gatekeeping (selecting and placing news according to strict cri-
teria) to the concept of gatewatching. This means:

...that it was no longer necessary to reject news that failed to meet
the highest editorial criteria, but that now even those could be pub-
lished, while the most important among them are merely high-
lighted to give them greater significance.

(Nedeljkovié, 2023, p. 71)
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In that sense, the role of journalists is also changing from watchdog
to guide-dog, who practically leads the audience through a sea of available
content to what is assessed as most interesting based on analytics — and
conflicts, as already highlighted, traditionally generate great interest.

Given that war reporting can easily turn into sensationalistic due to
commercial, political and other interests, a counter-approach is needed,
which, among other things, includes: stories focused on peace initiatives
and reducing ethnic and religious tensions; an analytical approach when
processing topics; taking into account the structure of society in conflict;
and promoting conflict resolution, reconstruction and reconciliation (Gal-
tung, 2003). Unlike war journalism, which can often be trivial in the sense
of presenting a black-and-white picture of the world where one side always
wins and the other always loses, peace journalism emphasises an analytical
approach. Peace journalism is not focused solely on the current conflict,
but also seeks out the underlying causes:

Like public journalism and development journalism, peace journalism
is grounded in communication philosophy—namely the commitment to
the idea of civic participation, the understanding of social justice as a
moral imperative, and the view that the value and sacredness of the
individual are realised only in and through communities.

(Fong, 2009, p. 19)

In peace journalism, the cultural and historical context is explored,
a voice is given to all sides, including those most affected by the conflict.
The selection and processing of topics is based on the idea that peace is the
final solution. This is achieved by reporting on topics that emphasise sim-
ilarities rather than differences among conflicting parties, giving media
space to those who promote peace initiatives, pointing out the consequences
that war has on ordinary people, and the like. Taking all of this into account,
researcher Teresa Nicolas Gavilan proposes four normative points of peace
journalism:

1. The journalist must, first and foremost, thoroughly study and analyse
the conflict in order to report on violence factually. This analysis must include
the roots and causes, as well as the cultural, social, and political context through
which the conflicting parties and their goals are presented.

2. Reporting needs to be oriented towards resolving the conflict by
giving space to proposals, negotiations, and agreements aimed at peace.

3. Journalists should seek the truth in a symmetrical manner, meaning
that reality is not presented according to the standards of one side.

4. Reporting must include the voice of ordinary people, not just
elites. (Gavilan, 2011, p. 4).

Using the aforementioned theoretical frameworks, the main focus of
this article is to examine the perspectives and elements of peace journalism
on the example of the current Israeli-Palestinian conflict in Serbian media prac-
tice, as this region itself has been historically marked by numerous conflicts.
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METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK

The aim of this article is to examine the reporting in Serbian media
about the current conflict between Israel and Palestine, which began on
October 7 with a surprise attack by the terrorist organisation Hamas on Is-
rael, in which nearly 1,200 people were killed and 251 people were kid-
napped!. The response of Israel was an intense bombing and invasion of
Gaza, with the stated aim of destroying Hamas and freeing the hostages 2.
An escalation of the conflict followed, and it is still ongoing today. Given
that this territory is marked by decades of conflict between the aforemen-
tioned parties, which attracts significant attention from the international
public, we wanted to examine how the current conflict is presented in the
media in a country that itself has a conflict-ridden past.

Considering that the media play a significant role in both fuelling
and mitigating conflict, the starting point of this article is the following
research question:

RQ1: To what extent and in what way are the elements of peace
journalism, as opposed to the elements of war journalism, present in Ser-
bian media practice in reporting about contemporary armed conflicts?

This will primarily be examined through a comparative analysis and a
quantitative and qualitative content analysis. The quantitative analysis is based
on five opposing indicators that define the categories of war and peace
journalism, which have been previously used in the work Nicole Yang Lai
Fong (2009), which are based on Johan Galtung’s studies related to the peace
journalism. Each analysed text was coded with an appropriate category.

The corpus consists of texts published at the beginning of the
conflict, from October 7 to October 13, 2023, as well as texts published in
the period from April 22 to April 28, 2024, in order to establish an adequate
time distance between the beginning and the middle phase of the conflict.
In this way, through comparative analysis, it is possible to determine any
changes in reporting patterns on this conflict.

The texts published in the online editions of the daily newspapers
Kurir and Danas were analysed. These media outlets were selected because
Kurir is a tabloid and therefore geared towards sensationalist reporting,
while Danas profiles itself as a quality and serious media outlet, which are
significant factors for comparative analysis.

I'See at the link: hitps://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/7/hamas-says-it-has-enough-
israeli-captives-to-free-all-palestinian-prisoners (Last accessed on May 9, 2025)

2 See at the link: https://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-says-idf-will-control-gaza-after-
war-rejects-notion-of-international-force/ (Last accessed on May 9, 2025)
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Table 1. Methodological framework for quantitative analysis

War Journalism Peace Journalism

Elite-oriented People-oriented

(Focuses on leaders and elites as actors  (Focuses on common people as actors and
and sources of information) sources of information)
Differences-oriented Reports the areas of agreement

(Reports on areas of differences that (Reports on areas that might lead
might lead to a worsening of conflict)  to a solution to the conflict)

Focuses on here and now Reports causes and consequences
(Neither reports on factors contributing  (Reports on factors contributing to conflicts
to conflicts nor consequences of it. as well as consequences of it)

Only reports about what, who, where
and when of an event)

Dichotomises the good and bad Avoids labelling of good guys and bad guys
(Points finger at other quarters as (Does not point fingers at other quarters as
responsible for issue) responsible of the issue)

Partisan Non-partisan

(Biased to one side of conflict) (Neutral and not taking sides)

The unit of analysis is the journalistic text. All texts available in the
online archives of these media outlets for the specified dates on the topic
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict were analysed.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Regarding the total number of published texts on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in the analysed period in October, at the beginning of
the conflict, 303 texts were detected on the Kurir portal, and 104 articles
on the Danas portal. Considering that Kurir is tabloid-oriented, a larger
number of texts was expected, given that tabloid reporting is based on
sensationalism, which is a frequent approach when it comes to reporting
on conflicts by such media.

In the analysed period six months after the first, only 11 texts were
detected on the Danas portal and 9 articles were detected on the Kurir
portal.

Each of the detected texts was coded in accordance with the
indicators specified in the methodological section to determine the extent
to which elements of peace journalism are present in such articles versus
elements of war journalism. The following results were obtained.
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Table 2. Indicators of war journalism and peace journalism
on the Kurir portal in October 2023

Kurir (October 7 - 13, 2023)

Elite-oriented 212 (70%) 91 (30%) People-oriented

Differences-oriented 294 (97%) 9(3%) Reports the areas of
agreement

Focuses on here and now 286 (94.5%) 17 (5.5%) Reports causes and
consequences

Dichotomises the good 268 (88.5%) 35 (11.5%) Avoids labelling of

and bad good guys and bad guys

Partisan 212 (70%) 91 (30%) Non-partisan

Indicators typical 1272 (84%) 243 (16%) Indicators typical

of war journalism of peace journalism

The results showed that the majority of texts from the Kurir portal
contain elements typical of war journalism. Out of a total of 1515 analysed
indicators (each of the 303 texts were coded with 5 indicators), it was found
that in 84% of cases they contain elements of war journalism. When it
comes to individual categories of opposing indicators, a significant per-
centage of elements typical of peace journalism were detected in two indi-
cators: People-oriented and Non-partisan (both at 30%). The indicators
Differences-oriented and Focuses on here and now are almost in absolute
majority (97% and 94.5%) as opposed to the indicators Reports the areas
of agreement and Reports causes and consequences. Texts that include the
indicator Dichotomises the good and bad are also in the majority (88.5%)
as opposed to the indicator Avoids labelling of good guys and bad guys.
Based on the presented data, we can conclude that in the analysed period,
the largest number of texts contain characteristics typical of war journal-
ism, both in the total number and in individual categories.

The qualitative analysis showed that the headlines themselves on the
Kurir portal can be qualified as sensationalist, which is expected since it is
a tabloid. However, this principle of writing headlines is not in line with
the concept of peace journalism. In the text published on October 7, 2023,
under the title “HAMAS HAS A SNEAKY TACTIC, ISRAEL IS POW-
ERLESS AGAINST THIS! Analysis of hell: It is forgotten that above the
SECRET SERVICES stand POLITICS!™, the use of capital letters is no-
ticeable, which reinforces the sensationalist tone. Furthermore, given that
the source is not cited, it can be concluded that the views expressed in the
headline are interpreted as a factual situation or the editorial stance, which
indicates bias in reporting. Although the text mostly relies on statements
from Israeli officials (Elite-oriented), the author’s bias is also visible in the
text itself through comments, descriptions, and subheadings such as: “Im-

3 See at the link: https://www kurir.rs/planeta/4260962/hamas-ima-podmuklu-taktiku (last
accessed on March 24, 2025)
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ages that Israel did not expect even in its worst nightmare” or “Hamas’ evil
tactic.” This text, which fully characterises one-sided reporting, is also an
example of three more indicators: Differences-oriented, Focuses on here
and now, and Dichotomises the good and bad (one side is labelled as right-
eous, and the other as a criminal). Based on this example, we can conclude
that all analysed indicators belong to the category of war journalism - the
sources of information are elites, not ordinary people; the focus is on the
differences between the warring parties; the author of the text exclusively
deals with current events, without an analytical approach; the text is char-
acterised by the author’s dominant bias, as well as a simplified good-bad
polarisation.

A sensationalist approach is also noticeable in the text published on
October 8th under the title “DISTURBING! FATHER SAVED FAMILY
IN ISRAEL AND THEN GOT A BULLET: Terrible sight BRINGS
TEARS TO THE EYES! He managed to get them all out, but... VIDEO.™
Although this text is an example of the indicator People-oriented, an in-
creased emotional component is noticeable with the aim of provoking
strong emotional reactions, which is typical for tabloids. The text itself is
reduced to retelling a video that appeared on social media, which shows
the evacuation of a family from a certain area and the death of a member
of that family. Despite the fact that showing disturbing scenes, which in-
clude explicit scenes of murder, is not in accordance with ethical standards,
tabloids regularly use them to monetise their own content. Given that the
commercial aspect is a priority for tabloids even in times of crisis, the im-
plementation of peace journalism indicators is further hindered - even when
some of the indicators are present.

In the analysed period, the indicator Reports the areas of agreement
was detected in the smallest number of texts. In the Sport section on Octo-
ber 9, an article titled “MUSLIM, AND CAPTAIN OF ISRAEL! The mi-
raculous life story of Bibars Natcho: I am a Circassian, a Muslim, and I
cannot sing the anthem™ was published. The number and content of such
texts show that they are the exception, not the rule. The text is about a
football player who, despite being of Muslim faith and born on the territory
of Palestine, successfully integrated into Israeli society and reached the po-
sition of captain of the national football team. However, in addition to the
sensationalist headline, the text itself emphasises that the Muslim group to
which this football player belongs differs significantly from those in the
surrounding area: “His national minority in Israel enjoys great privileges
because throughout history it helped Jews defend themselves from various
plagues from the neighbourhood.* Based on this, it can be concluded that

4See at the link: https:/www.kurir.rs/planeta/4261522/otac-izvukao-celu-porodicu-pa-
dobio-metak-u-izraelu (last accessed on March 24, 2025)

3 See at the link: https://www kurir.rs/sport/fudbal/4262100/zivotna-prica-bibarsa-natha (last
accessed on March 24, 2025)
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this approach does not fundamentally contribute to bringing the warring
parties closer, but is used for additional value framing.

One of the rare examples of texts in which the author deals with
causes and consequences, rather than current events, is the text published
on October 8 under the title: “WHAT IS THE GAZA STRIP? A territory
the size of Belgrade where MILLIONS live, ruled by shortages, unemploy-
ment and RADICAL ISLAM (VIDEO).”® Despite the sensationalist head-
line, the text provides a brief insight into the history of this area (“In the
20th century, Gaza came under Egyptian rule in 1948, shortly after the
proclamation of the State of Israel. The territory was then occupied by Is-
rael after the Arab-Israeli war in 1967”). This places the war in an appro-
priate historical context, which helps readers to better understand the com-
plexity of the situation on the ground. Given that no journalist subjectivity
was detected in this text in terms of glorifying one side and demonising the
other, this text is an example of two more indicators - Avoids labelling of
good guys and bad guys and Non-partisan.

Sensationalism is also reflected in the choice of topics, so on Octo-
ber 9, a text was published under the title “BILLIONAIRE KYLIE IN THE
MIDST OF SCANDAL DUE TO DELETED POST ABOUT ISRAEL!
They accuse her of collecting points! Celebrities are getting louder!
(PHOTO)7 which is about the reaction of celebrities from the world of
entertainment. More precisely - a translation of their comments from social
media is given. This shifts the topic of war into the field of entertainment,
and thus relativises everything that war essentially represents. Moreover,
this type of reporting implies that the opinion of the rich and famous who
have no connection to the war is more important than the victims of the
war. This is supported by the text published on October 11 under the title
“THEY CALLED IT THE BEVERLY HILLS OF GAZA, NOW IT’S
RAZED TO THE GROUND! See what the place where the LUX VILLAS
of Hamas leaders once stood looks like® in which the focus is again on the
rich, or the elite and material losses, and not human lives. It shows that
sensationalism is valued above the horrors of war, and such an approach to
reporting and framing the conflict does not contribute to the development
of peace journalism.

6 See at the link: https://www kurir.rs/planeta/4261296/sta-je-pojas-gaze-teritorija-velicine-
beograda-u-kojoj-zive-milioni-a-vladaju-nestasice-nezaposlenost-i-radikalni-islam-video
(last accessed on March 24, 2025)

7 See at the link: https://www.kurir.rs/zabava/pop-kultura/4262106/da-li-poznate-licnosti-
podrzavaju-izrael-ili-palestinu (last accessed on March 24, 2025)

8 See at the link: https://www kurir.rs/planeta/4263642/ovako-izgleda-beverli-hils-gaze-
posle-raketiranja (last accessed on March 24, 2025)
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Table 3. Indicators of war journalism and peace journalism
on the Danas portal in October 2023

Danas (October 7 - 13, 2023)

Elite-oriented 92 12 (11.5%) People-oriented
(88.5%)

Differences-oriented 101 (97%) 3 (3%) Reports the areas of
agreement

Focuses on here and now 98 (94%) 6 (6%) Reports causes and
consequences

Dichotomises the good 79 (76%) 25 (24%) Avoids labelling of

and bad good guys and bad guys

Partisan 7 (7%) 97(93%) Non-partisan

Indicators typical 377 (72.5%) 143 (27.5%) Indicators typical

of war journalism of peace journalism

The results showed that even on the Danas portal, which is consid-
ered a serious and professional news outlet, war journalism indicators are
more prevalent than peace journalism indicators (72.5% versus 27.5%).
However, war journalism indicators are present to a slightly lesser extent
compared to the Kurir portal, which is a tabloid (72.5% versus 84%). It
should also be emphasised that a significantly smaller number of texts were
detected on the Danas portal compared to the Kurir one (104 versus 303).
Regarding other indicators, the analysis showed that the largest number of
texts are oriented towards elites, as well as towards differences between
warring parties and current events (88.5%; 97% and 94%). Compared to
the Kurir portal, texts oriented towards good-bad polarisation are repre-
sented to a slightly lesser extent (76% versus 88.5%). The main difference
compared to the Kurir portal is the relation between the indicators Partisan
and Non-partisan. On the Danas portal, 93% of texts were marked as pre-
dominantly non-partisan, as opposed to 30%, which was the case on the
Kurir portal. This is also the only category in which indicators typical for
peace journalism are predominantly present.

In qualitative analysis, it was found that despite the higher presence
of war journalism indicators, Danas in most cases cultivates an apparently
neutral tone of reporting, which signals that such an approach can also con-
tain some bias. That is the case with the text published on October 7 under
the title: “Israel and Palestine: At least 22 dead, 545 wounded, ‘we are at
war,” says Netanyahu after rocket attacks from Gaza.” Unlike in Kurir,
there are no capital letters in the headline, which are a characteristic of
sensationalism. However, the sources of information are elites, which is a
characteristic of war journalism, and predominantly from the Israeli side,

% See at the link: https://www.danas.rs/bbc-news-serbian/izrael-i-palestina-najmanje-22-
mrtvih-545-ranjenih-u-ratu-smo-kaze-netanjahu-posle-raketnih-napada-iz-gaze/ (last
accessed on March 24, 2025)
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which is presented as the victim in this conflict. In spite of efforts to main-
tain neutrality, which is the dominant feature of this text, an attachment to
one side is noticeable, as illustrated by the following example in which the
word unprecedented is emphasised: “In an unprecedented attack, Palestin-
ian militants crossed the fence that separates the Gaza Strip in the early
morning, while dozens of rockets were fired from this territory.” Like most
texts in the analysed period, this one is oriented towards differences, deals
with current events, and polarisation is present.

It was highlighted earlier in this article that on the Danas portal,
unlike the Kurir portal, a smaller number of texts focusing on ordinary peo-
ple was detected. The lack of such texts shifts the war from the field of real
life experience and suffering to the field of the political arena. Even the
text that contains the indicator People-oriented, published on October 7
under the title: “Shop in Gaza sells perfumes in metal bottles shaped like
rockets fired at Israel,”!? is characterised by a sensationalist approach.
”Customers looking for a new fragrance can choose ‘KN-103’ or the spring
‘Burak-100’ - depending on the packaging - the type of extremist rocket,”
which trivialises the horrors of war. In addition to the fact that this approach
is not characteristic of professional media, this choice of topic and way of
reporting further reinforce stereotypes about the Other, which in the spe-
cific media discourse is labelled as the aggressor. It should be also noted
that this text is not detected in tabloid-oriented Kurir.

Given that, in the analysed period, the Danas portal mostly repub-
lished texts from domestic and foreign news agencies, whose focus is on
current information, texts dealing with the similarities of the warring par-
ties are almost non-existent. However, in the text published on October 10,
under the title: “This is perhaps Israel’s biggest intelligence failure, Hamas
has its sponsors in Iran and Russia: Political scientist Kladnicanin for
Danas on the latest Israeli-Palestinian conflict,”!! in the form of an inter-
view with a political scientist Fahrudin Kladnic¢anin, an expert analysis of
the conflict is presented, which allows readers to learn something new and
better understand the warring parties. Explaining the context of this con-
flict, Kladin¢anin, speaking about Hamas, among other things, says: “A
good part of Palestinians have problems with them, because their mission
is to create an image as the only savior of the Palestinian people. Some of
the leading Palestinian leaders, Yasser Arafat, as well as Muhammad Ab-
bas, had a critical attitude towards them.” In addition to providing a histor-
ical context, this statement makes a clear distinction between members of
Hamas and the residents of Palestine, which is important for understanding
the current situation and the fact that the victims are not only on one side.

10 See at the link: hitps://www.danas.rs/svet/radnja-u-gazi-prodaje-parfeme-u-metalnim-
bocicama-u-obliku-raketa-ispaljenih-na-izrael/ (last accessed on March 24, 2025)

11 See at the link: https:/www.danas.rs/svet/kladnicanin-za-danas-hamas-izrael/ (last
accessed on March 24, 2025)
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Therefore, this text can serve as an example for two more observed indica-
tors - Reports causes and consequences and Avoids labelling of good guys
and bad guys. Additionally, this example demonstrates that the absence or
incomparably smaller amount of original content compared to taken or re-
cycled content is also a significant factor influencing the dominance of war
journalism. The fact that the analysed media predominantly take content
from news agencies and other sources, while their original journalistic con-
tent is incomparably fewer, realistically limits the possibility of reporting
in a way that is defined as peace journalism. This requires much more anal-
ysis and interpretation, which also means original sources and interviewees
consulted for the purpose of providing analytical texts and deeper context.

Table 4. Indicators of war journalism and peace journalism
on the Kurir portal in April 2024

Kurir (April 22 - 28, 2024)

Elite-oriented 6 (66,5%) 3 (33,5%) People-oriented

Differences-oriented 9 (100%) 0 (0%) Reports the areas of
agreement

Focuses on here and now 9 (100%) 0 (0%) Reports causes and
consequences

Dichotomises the good 9 (100%) 0 (0%) Avoids labelling of

and bad good guys and bad guys

Partisan 3 (33,5%) 6 (66,5%) Non-partisan

Indicators typical 36 (80%) 9(20%) Indicators typical

of war journalism of peace journalism

As highlighted earlier in the article, during the research period con-
ducted six months later, a total of 20 articles were detected - 9 on the Kurir
portal and 11 on the Danas portal. Based on this data, it is not possible to
draw significant statistical conclusions, except that interest in this topic has
drastically declined in mainstream media. When it comes to Kurir, a rela-
tion between the indicators remained relatively the same. Indicators typical
of war journalism are present in majority in this analysed period as well,
compared to the indicators typical of peace journalism (80% versus 20%).
It should also noted that indicators Differences-oriented, Focuses on here
and now and Dichotomises the good and bad are present in 100% of cases.

Kurir retained a sensationalist approach in creating headlines, while
the focus in topic selection mostly shifted to events in Palestine and inter-
national reactions. Thus, on April 24 a text was published under the title:
“JAMAICA RECOGNISED PALESTINE: "The decision is in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations!” Here’s how many countries have
done it so far”'? in which a report on Jamaica’s recognition of Palestine

12 See at the link: hitps:/www kurir.rs/planeta/4382838/jamajka-priznala-palestinu-odluka-
je-u-skladu-sa-poveljom-ujedinjenih-nacija (last accessed on March 24, 2025)
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was conveyed in a neutral and informative tone. This approach was main-
tained in all articles whose topic was international reactions, but in a text
about the situation on the ground, sensationalism continued to be dominant.
In the text titled “HEARTBREAKING: Baby rescued by doctors from dead
mother in Gaza dies!”!? published on April 26, the tragedy of a family that
lost their lives in the war is exploited with disturbing details that amplify
the emotional reaction: “The girl’s name was Sabrin Ru, and she was
named after her mother Sabrin al-Sakani al-Sheikh, along with whom her
husband Shukri and three-year-old daughter Malak were also killed in the
attack. Doctors performed a caesarean section on the woman who was 30
weeks pregnant and who was fatally injured in an Israeli air strike” the text
states, among other things. Given the reduced quantity of texts compared
to the first analysed period, this text represents the model by which topics
that appeared on the portal’s pages were selected - extreme cases of suffer-
ing and violence escalation packaged in a sensationalist framework.

Table 5. Indicators of war journalism and peace journalism
on the Danas portal in April 2024

Danas (April 22 - 28, 2024)

Elite-oriented 10 (91%) 1  (9%) People-oriented

Differences-oriented 11 (100%) O (0%) Reports the areas of
agreement

Focuses on here and now 11 (100%) 0 (0%) Reports causes and
consequences

Dichotomises the good 8(73%) 3 (27%) Avoids labelling of

and bad good guys and bad guys

Partisan 0 (0%) 11(100%) Non-partisan

Indicators typical 40 (73%) 15(27%) Indicators typical

of war journalism of peace journalism

Regarding the Danas portal, similar percentage relations between
the indicators are present in this analysed period compared to the previous
one. War journalism indicators are more prevalent than peace journalism
indicators (73% versus 27%). Percentages are almost identical compared
to the first analysed period. (72.5 versus 27.5%) It should be noted that all
analysed texts contain the following indicators: Differences-oriented and
Focuses on here. As in the case of the Kurir portal, this can be connected
to the editorial criteria of choosing topics related to the conflict that would
be published. Finally, all analysed texts contain a neutral approach towards
reporting.

This news outlet also focuses on international reactions and the sit-
uation in the Gaza Strip. Thus, on April 23, a Fonet agency text was pub-

13 See at the link: https://www kurir.rs/planeta/4384059/potresno-preminula-beba-koju-su-
lekari-spasili-iz-mrtve-majke-u-gazi (last accessed on March 24, 2025)
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lished about the discovery of a mass grave under the title: “310 bodies
found in a mass grave under a hospital in Gaza.”!* The text is largely based
on statements from United Nations officials based on data from the field,
which legitimises this information. Among other things, the following
statement was conveyed: “Some of them had their hands tied, which indi-
cates serious violations of international law and international humanitarian
law, so further investigations are necessary, said Shamdasani”. No addi-
tional details were provided beyond the official statements, which shows a
tendency to avoid sensationalism. However, the number of texts published
on the Danas portal in this analysed period shows us that there is also a
sensationalist approach in the choice of topic, that is, information from this
conflict area will appear in Serbian media only in the case of extreme es-
calations, which does not contribute to the development of peace journal-
ism, even by professional media.

CONCLUSION

Starting from the first research question which asks fo what extent
and in what way the elements of peace journalism, as opposed to the ele-
ments of war journalism, are present in Serbian media practice in report-
ing about contemporary armed conflicts, we can conclude that indicators
typical of peace journalism are significantly less present compared to indi-
cators typical of war journalism - regardless of whether the text is published
in tabloids or professional media. The key difference between these two
types of media is that professional media mostly cultivate impartiality in
reporting, which is not the case with tabloids.

It should be emphasised that the concept of peace journalism does
not imply a desirable or recommended model when reporting on war, as
that would violate the concept and idea of journalism itself and objectivity
as its principal ideal. However, considering that journalism can never be
fully objective, there needs to be a balance between the present indicators
of war and peace journalism, and such balance currently does not exist.
One of the main reasons, as the qualitative analysis has shown, certainly
lies in the fact that sensationalism is still the primary approach when it
comes to reporting on such topics. Although this is a typical approach for
tabloids, the analysis has shown that it is also present in so-called serious
and professional media. It has also been observed that sensationalism is not
necessarily limited to the content of the texts themselves, but also to the
choice of topics, which also affects how the public perceives war.

Certainly, the financial aspect should also be taken into account in
this context. In an oversaturated market, media outlets race to monetise

4 See at the link: https://www.danas.rs/svet/pronadjeno-310-tela-u-masovnoj-grobnici-
ispod-bolnice-u-gazi/ (last accessed on March 24, 2025)
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their content as much as possible. This results with speed becoming the
primary criteria for reporting and publishing articles. In such conditions, it
is difficult to develop analytical journalistic forms that are not only crucial
for increasing the informative value and further understanding the cultural
and socio-historical context of the warring parties, but also for developing
empathy, which is an essential component of peace journalism.

In such circumstances, violations of codes and ethical principles of-
ten accompany the work that is called journalistic in the modern age. Fur-
thermore, inadequate preparation for reporting in crisis and conflict situa-
tions is also a factor that affects the media product, which is often ap-
proached superficially, sensationally, and with vested interests.

News factors, mentioned in the theoretical framework, certainly
contribute to the obtained results, along with the fact that domestic media
do not have their own on-the-ground correspondents/reporters. This limits
the possibility of focusing on people, so the media primarily rely on official
sources which, as a rule, fall within the domain of an elite-oriented ap-
proach.

Given that Serbia is itself a conflict area due to its not-so-distant
past, developing the concept of peace journalism represents a challenge.
When the entire discourse is based on conflict and divisions, it is reflected
in media content. Therefore, it is important to have media pluralism and
for the media to be a platform through which dialogue, tolerance, under-
standing of the Other, and empathy are promoted. It’s certain that without
these prerequisites, peace journalism cannot exist.
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EJJEMEHTH MUPOBHOI' HOBUHAPCTBA
Y CPIICKUM MEJIMJUMA - CTYAUJA CJIYYAJA:
MN3BELHITABAILE IIOPTAJIA JAHACW KYPHP
O CYKOBY U3PAEJIA U ITAJIECTUHE

dyman Anexcuh, UBana CramenkoBuh
Yuusepsuret y Humry, ®unozodcku dakynrer, Hum, Cpouja

Pe3ume

Y 0BOM pajly UCIUTHBAHU Cy €IE€MEHTH MHPOBHOT HOBHHAPCTBA U MEPCIEKTUBE 3a
Pa3B0j OBOT KOHIIETITA y CPIICKOj ME/IHjCKOj IIPAKCH HA OCHOBY TEOPHjCKHX MOCTaBKH JoxaHa
["anyHra, npuHIKIA 00jeKTUBHOCTH Y HOBHHAPCTBY U TEOPHj€ YOKBHPABatba. 3a CTYIHjy
ciy4aja y3er je aktyenHu cykod V3spaena u [TanecTune, 0THOCHO Kako je 0Baj KOH(IUKT
MPEJICTABIbEH Y jeTHOM TabIouIHOM (Kypup) U jeTHOM MeIujy KOju ce MpodIUIHIIe Kao
030mwbaH U npodecnonanan ([anac). C 063upoM Ha TO J]a BHUIIECIICHI]CKN KOHGIHKTH
m3Mel)y MOMeHyTHX CTpaHa HPUBJIAYH BEJMKY Ny MehyHapoIHe jaBHOCTH, JKEJIEH CMO
Jla KCTIUTAMO Ha KOjW HAYWH je aKTYeTHH CyKOO MPECTaBIbeH Y MEMjUMa y 3eMJBH KOja U
caMa MMa KOH(IMKTHY MPOIIOCT.

[Tona3Ha Tauka OBOT pajia jeCTe HCTPAKUBAYKO MUTabE: Y KOjOj MEPH U Ha KOjU HAUMH
Cy €lIeMEeHTH MUPOBHOT HOBUHAPCTBA, 33 PAa3JIUKY OJ] €JIeMEHaTa PAaTHOT HOBUHAPCTBA, TIPH-
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CYTHH y CPIICKOj MEJMjCKOj IPAKCH MPHIIKOM H3BEIITaBaka O CaBPEMEHHM OpPYXKaHHM
cykoouma?

To je, IpBEHCTBEHO, HCIIMTAHO KPO3 KOMITAPATUBHY aHAJIM3Y W KBAaHTUTaTHBHY M KBa-
JIMTaTHBHY aHAIN3Y canprkaja. KBaHTHTaTHBHA aHAMI3a Ce 3aCHUBA Ha IIET CyIPOTCTaBIbe-
HUX MHJMKATOpa THUIIMYHKX 33 PaTHO M MHPOBHO HOBHHApCTBO, KOjH CYy NMPETXOAHO KO-
pumthenn y pagy Huxon Janr Jlau @onr (Nicole Young Lai Fong), 2009. Tu uaaukaropu
cy: OpujeHTHCaHOCT Ha eNIUTY HAaCyNpOT OPUjEHTHCAHOCTH Ha Jbyae; OpHjeHTHCAHOCT Ha
pasiuKe HAaCyNpOT M3BELITABaHjy O 00NacTMa cliarama; PoKycupame Ha OBJIC ¥ cajia Ha-
CYIIPOT M3BEIITABaHjy O Y3pOLMa M MociIeHIaMa; JJuxoTomu3aruja 100por 1 Jomer Ha-
CYNpoT U30eraBaHjy eTUKEeTHpama JOOPHX U JIOMIMX MOMaka; [IpuctpacHu HacympoT He-
HPHUCTPACHOM IPHCTYITy TIpe/ICTaBIbakba KOH(INKTA.

PesynraTy cy mokasany a cy MHIWKATOPU KapaKTepPUCTHYHU 32 MUPOBHO HOBHHAp-
CTBO Y 3Ha4ajHO Mam0j MEPH 3aCTYIUBCHH y OAHOCY Ha MHAMKATOPE KapaKTEPCUTHYHE 32
paTHO HOBHHAPCTBO - 6e3 0031pa Ha TO /1A JH j€ Ped O TabIouANMA WITH IPOQPECHOHATHIM
Merujuma. Kipydna paznmmka mmel)y oBe aBe BpCTe MeAHWja jecTe y TOME IITO IpodecH-
OHAJIHU MeIIMjH Y HajBehoj Mepu Heryjy HEMPUCTPAaCHOCT y W3BEIITABaH]Y, LIITO HHjE CITydaj
ca Tabnonuma. CeH3alMoHaIN3aM je U JaJbe IIPUMapHH KPUTEPHjyM IPHIIMKOM H3BEIITa-
Bamba 0 OBAKBMM TeMaMa. l1axo je 0Bo KapaKTepHCTHYaH PUCTYI 3a TabJIonIe, aHaIn3a je
MOKa3aJia Jia je MPUCYTaH U Y TAKO3BAHKM O30MJBHHM M TIPOPECHOHATTHUM Meaujuma. Ta-
Kolje je mpumeheHo J1a ceH3aIMoHaIM3aM HUje Hy>KHO OTpaHHYCH Ha caM CajipiKaj TeKCTOBa,
Beh 1 Ha n300p TeMa, mTo, Takohe, yTH4e Ha TO KaKo jaBHOCT mepuunupa pat. majyhu y
Buny aa je CpOuja 300T CBOje HE TaKO JaBHE MPOUUIOCTH U camMa KOH(IIMKTHO MOAPYY)e,
Ppa3BHjame KOHLIETITa MEPOBHOT HOBHHAPCTBA TIOCTaje NOAATHH H3a30B. Kana je menokynan
JIMCKYpC 3aCHOBaH Ha KOH(IMKTY ¥ IOJeNIaMa, TO ce, HEMUHOBHO, OZIpakaBa U Kpo3 Me-
JIHjCKE CaTiprKaje.



